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Abstract:

This study examines the Russian-Turkish competition in the Eastern Mediterranean, one of the
world's most strategically pivotal regions. The central question of this study is: to what extent
does this Russian-Turkish competition contribute to shaping the regional and international
landscape of influence? And does this competition influence the geopolitical shifts in the
Eastern Mediterranean?

The study employs two complementary methodologies: a descriptive-analytical approach to
describe the nature of Russian-Turkish relations and analyze their dimensions, and a
comparative approach to compare the roles and positions of Russia and Turkey on issues of
common interest. This approach identifies points of conflict, competition, and cooperation in
the Eastern Mediterranean, particularly concerning Cyprus, Palestine, the Kurds, Syria,
Lebanon, energy, and security.

The findings conclude that the Russian-Turkish competition has contributed to reshaping the
balance of power in the Eastern Mediterranean. This has led to an imbalance in the region,
impacting the interests of major and regional powers in the area. Stability in the Eastern
Mediterranean is not merely a regional choice but a strategic necessity for global security and
stability. Russia seeks to bolster its political, military, and economic influence to counter the
West. Turkey, for its part, seeks to bolster its position as an influential regional power in the
area, particularly by establishing itself as a transit hub for energy supplies to Europe.
Consequently, the competition between Russia and Turkey reflects their respective interests
and their desire to create a strategic foothold that serves their vital interests and expands their
influence in the region.

Keywords: Russia, Turkey, Eastern Mediterranean, energy security, Maritime Homeland
Doctrine, Water Conflict.
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