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Abstract:

This study analyzes the determinants shaping the European Union’s foreign policy
toward Yemen, focusing on the interaction between internal factors—such as the
interests of Member States, institutional dynamics, and political pressures—and
external factors linked to regional and international transformations since 2011. It
highlights Yemen'’s strategic importance in European considerations, not only from a
humanitarian perspective, but also in relation to maritime security, counterterrorism,
and irregular migration.

The study is guided by a central research question that examines why the European
Union has failed to emerge as an influential actor in the trajectory of the Yemeni crisis
since 2011, despite its sustained diplomatic and humanitarian engagement. It further
explores how the divergence of Member States’ interests, along with regional
interventions, has constrained the effectiveness of EU foreign policy toward Yemen.
Adopting an analytical approach and drawing on the national interest framework, the
study investigates the drivers of EU behavior by analyzing official data and policy
positions. It concludes that the absence of a unified European policy, coupled with
divergent Member State positions, has limited the EU’s capacity to exert effective
influence over the Yemeni crisis, confining its role largely to humanitarian support
and multilateral diplomacy. The study argues that understanding EU policy requires
linking structural determinants with the Union’s interests within a complex conflict
environment.
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